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Wow! Spring just rushes by for us. It is a blur of potting up plants 
as fast as we can, then shifting gears to unbox and price things 
in the store, and shifting again to wait on customers and keep the 
plants growing and thriving. We thoroughly enjoy all the different 
aspects of it, but it does keep us hopping. I’m sorry if you come on 
a day that we are so busy we can hardly take time to say “hello”! 
It is fun, and I can’t imagine doing anything else each spring. 
We love to find new plants and try new things. We love the fact 
that you enjoy what we have produced and worked hard to have. 
Thanks so much for the support you have given this business 
over the years. It truly would be nothing if you didn’t come each 
year!!!!!!! We really appreciate each of you!

We are a seasonal greenhouse operation, specializing in annual 
and perennial flowers. We feel we have one of the best selections 
in the area and try to live up to our slogan that “We’re well worth 
the drive”. We do not handle trees and shrubs, or do design or 
installation work. This leaves us more time to grow and produce 
the best selection of herbaceous plants for you. We are open 
for business from the middle of March until the middle of June 
(we actually start working in the greenhouses in January every 
year). The season might vary according to the weather. We grow 
almost all of our plants, which we feel is a great bonus for you in 
variety and quality.

NOTES FROM NANCY

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF HASTING PLANTS, LLC

We’re well worth the drive!

March 16 to April 9
9-4 Mon-Sat. 
Closed Sunday

April 10 to May 14
9-6 Mon-Friday
9-4 Saturday
1-4 Sunday 
(Open the last three Sundays in April,
the first two Sundays in May.)

May 16 Until Closing
9-6 Mon-Fri
9-4 Saturday
9-4 Memorial Day
Closed Sunday

HOURS

If you are planning only one visit to Hasting Plants, LLC this year due to distance, may we suggest you plan your visit
between April 15 and May 15 for the best display and selection.

1500 Hasting Lane
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
(812) 838-2164



Please sign up in advance for seminars. If there is not enough interest, 
 we may cancel a class, and you would not be notified.

A. LATE NIGHT AT THE GREENHOUSE -  No need to sign up for this one. Just plan on joining us for a night of music, 
food, door prizes and plant discounts. Friday, May 20, 8 to 11 p.m.

B. KIDS PLANT A COLOR BOWL – Do you have a 1st through 4th grader that enjoys plants? We’ll have fun as they learn 
basic planting techniques and leave the class with a colorful bowl of plants that makes a great Mother’s Day gift! Class 
limited to 8, so sign up early. Saturday May 7 , 9:00 a.m. Fee: $10.00

C. FAIRY GARDENING – Have you caught the latest craze in gardening? Come get inspiration, tips and great ideas as we 
demonstrate the steps in making your own fairy garden. You’ll find your imagination has no boundaries with this fun project! 
Saturday May 14, 10:00 a.m. or Saturday May 21, 10 a.m.  Fee: $2.00 seminar only –OR- $25 for seminar and to 
make a small fairy garden with provided fairy and plants.

Brenda Upshaw, Assistant Manager, 9 years, has a great knowledge of flowers. She does it all…transplant, move plants, water, clean, and work the 
register. She has been the main worker getting the building put back in order, checking in, pricing and displaying our new goodies.

Lydia Lurker, 14 years, is one of my main transplanters. She can do the tiny things no one else wants to tackle. She is also my vegetable expert! 

Jo Ann Holbrook, 14 years, helps with transplanting and selling. She also loves plants and is great at helping you find those unique varieties. She is a 
vegetable expert as well!

Barb Enderson, 5 years, works the register during selling season. She loves to improve our merchandise displays when time allows.

Joe Anderson, 3 years, does any job we need. It’s tough being the only male employee with all of us women!

Grace Wilson, 1 year, is a student at Southern Indiana Career and Technical Institute and is interning at our greenhouse this semester!

Donna Anderson, 1 year, helps out with transplanting and register duties….yes, she’s Joe’s wife.

Diane Hasting, 23(age and years here!), is helping out when her nursing studies at USI allow. 

All of my employees love plants, and you can tell it in the work they do. I couldn’t ask for a better crew.

I don’t have any immediate needs, but I finally developed a job application for Hasting Plants. If you think you’d like to work with us, fill one out and 
tell us to keep it on file for future years.

Karen Mollinet Miller Woods
One of my employees for the past 3 years, Karen Woods passed away suddenly Sept. 2015. Karen was a joy to work with, always happy and excited 

to be here. She loved planting season and interacting with the customers. She loved our plants and merchandise so much, that she seldom took a 
paycheck away☺. She will be missed. Our condolences go out to her sons and sister.

And my family update:
Daniel Hasting, 28, still lives and works in Indianapolis. He enjoys rock climbing in his spare time. He maintains my web page as well.

Husband Mike continues to run maintenance for me.

Ginger (the dog), was new last year. She has done an outstanding job of taking over for Crystal. She greets everyone to see if she might get some 
attention. She’s a real sweetie!

Socks & Pizazz (the cats) are usually around, just not very visible.

Nancy thinks every year she’ll be more organized & prepared for spring to roll around…. but instead she is always playing catch-up. It’s a fun frenzied 
time that I love each year.  

You – my customers – are the real heart & soul of this business. Without you and your support, your comments and the love you express for all our 
efforts, we wouldn’t be here to have all this fun each year. I appreciate each and every one of you.

OUR EMPLOYEE FAMILY
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Be sure to join us for our 9th annual “Late Night at the 
Greenhouse” on the third Friday night in May. We will have 
‘Late Night” on May 20, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. As always, 
we will string lights in the greenhouses and outside to make a 
“festive” atmosphere. Plants will be discounted. We will have 
lots of refreshments for you to enjoy, and “Clif the Drifter” will 
be providing musical entertainment. Bring a lawn chair and a 
flashlight and come sit for a spell to enjoy the evening. Door Prizes 
will be drawn throughout the evening with a Grand Prize Drawing 
at 11:00. You must be present to win for all drawings.

LATE NIGHT AT THE GREENHOUSE
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TIMELINE
Just a few dates that hold true most every season:

We open each year around March 15 – give or take a few days  
depending on weather.

Onion Slips come in the first week of April
Newsletter mailed around 2nd week of April 
Extended opening hours 2nd or 3rd week of April
Sweet Potato slips come in first week of May
Late Night is the third Friday night in May

“Specials” (Mixed Pots) are ready close to Mother’s Day

End of Season Sale starts around Memorial Day

NEW IN THE BUILDING
Oh my goodness! PLEASE look at all we have in the building! I really 
overbought and I’m not sure how we are going to display it all! My 
employees just give me a “look” every time a shipment arrives. There 
are some great new items this year. We have components for a “Make 
Your Own Garden Stake”. Each one created will be your own original. 
These are really fun to do, and look sharp! We also added a line of 
quality garden flags, stands and poles. Of course we have lots of new 
fairy merchandise. New fairies, houses, fairy items in mini sizes and 
more. We have a lot of new solar merchandise: glow in the dark items, 
and pretty hanging art. There is also a new dark tent so you can see 
them light up! 

There are wind spinners (I love the airplane with a solar light), rain 
chains, glass patio side tables, solar bird baths, fountains to attach to 
the glass bird baths, and some unique metal items. New to us this year 
are Ollas, clay jars that you bury next to your plants and fill with water 
to allow them to self-water the plants. We have kneeling benches, great 
hand tools and plant supports. There are citronella incense spirals, 
lots of dragonfly and butterfly items, and a hummingbird bar feeder 
with over 40 ports! We have some cute birdhouse “hats”, great new 
globes, and even some Cardinals, Colts and UK sports memorabilia 
(signs, flags and scoreboard clocks). We also have added a new organic 
potting soil. You will just have to spend some time seeing all that we 
have this year!

At Hasting Plants, LLC we price our 
perennials with blue tags and our  

annuals with white tags. We hope this 
helps prevent any confusion.

NEW ROSE SELECTIONS FOR 2016

DOG TREATS FOR SALE  - YES DOG TREATS!

We have a new Downton Abbey Rose to join last year’s ‘Anna’s 
Promise’. This dark pink Hybrid Tea Rose is called ‘Pretty Lady 
Rose’. If you miss the TV show, you can remember it with their 
roses!. There is a uniquely colored red Hybrid Tea, ‘Smokin’ Hot’ a 
white with pink picotee Grandiflora, ‘Miss Congeniality’, and a red 
shrub rose ‘Take it Easy’ that joins the Living Easy 
series . These are the newest roses for 2016, and we 
have a lot of great other roses as well. Check out the 
clean disease resistant foliage on ‘Crescendo’ and 
‘Frances Meilland’ , and the ever popular ‘Ketchup 
& Mustard’ with a bicolor bloom!

In the Home Run series (which are disease resistant and carefree 
like the Knock Out roses), there is a new variety, ‘Watercolors 
Home Run’, which changes from yellow gold to blushing pink. 
And of course we have the whole family of Knock Out and Home 
Run Roses available as well as many other beautiful colors in 
traditional rose varieities.

I have a dehydrated pure liver dog treat that I have never seen a 
dog fail to enjoy. I call it “crack” for dogs, since any dog that gets 
it goes crazy for it. Since I love this so much and haven’t seen it 
anywhere for sale, I’m going to try selling it this spring. Look for it 
near the counter.

2016 SEMINARS



There is a new Celosia ‘Dragon Breath’ (Cockscomb) that I thought 
was spectacular at last summers’ plant shows. It has fiery red foliage 
to match its’s red plume type blooms.

Last year we grew some ‘Lucky’ Lantana which were a bit larger 
than our dwarf ‘Bandana’ series but more controlled than the large 
‘Confetti’ & ‘Dallas Red’. We liked them a lot, so we grew more of 
them this year. We also sold out quickly last year of the Sun tolerant 
Impatiens which are disease resistant as well, both the ‘Sunpatiens’ 
and the ‘Big Bounce’, so we have more of them this year.

We have several Alocasias and Colocasias, better known as Elephant 
Ears. I really like the unique leaf on Alocasia ‘Amazonica’, and we 
have several Black Elephant Ear Varieties as well as the ‘Thailand 
Giant’ – a HUGE Elephant Ear!

Cannova Cannas were new to us last year. These seed grown Cannas 
are very pretty, branch well, get 30 – 48” tall, and make great plants for 
the center of a larger pot. We have about 5 different colors.

In the tropical plant line, we have a couple of Banana Trees, including 
‘Basjoo’ which is hardy for our area – it can be planted in the ground 
and will come back from year to year. There is also Ensete or Red 
Abyssinian Banana which is not a true banana, but it looks like one 
with very attractive bronze red leaves.

Each year when I travel, I am always influenced by the plants I 
see. This year, we have Abutilon ‘Thompsonii’ a variegated leaf 
flowering Maple I saw as topiary trees!, Trumpet Vine ‘Madame 
Galen’(perennial) which is great for hummingbirds, Variegated 
Potato vine that has pretty white bloom clusters, and Creeping Fig 
which would be a great plant for fairy gardens. They are all plants I 
loved in the Italian Lake District last year.

There are a couple of new Calibrachoa/ Million Bells that are very 
pretty: ‘Holy Moly’ a yellow and red flower and my favorite, ‘Evening 
Star’ , a purple flower with a yellow star in the throat.

Last year ‘Jolt’ Dianthus was an All-America Selection winner. They 
boasted wonderful glossy foliage and bloomed all summer, so I grew 
2 varieties this year, ‘Pink’ and ‘Cherry’. They have nice 3-4 inch 
flower heads which are good in pots or the ground, and make great cut 
flowers as well.

There is a cool new Petunia called ‘Night Sky’. It is purple with white 
dots resembling stars…these will probably be gone quickly! Other 
new petunias are ‘Yellow Easy Wave’ and one called ‘Black Cherry’. 
We also brought back ‘Raspberry Blast’ this year. You just can’t beat 
petunias for ease of care and lots of color all summer long.

In walking through the greenhouse, ‘Mango Orange’ Verbena caught 
my eye for its unique color. ‘Red Empress’ Verbena has HUGE 
blooms that are very attractive.

We have a new Sweet Potato Vine ‘Sweet Caroline Red’ with a red-
ish leaf color, and a lot of different Dahlias, many with the dark leaves 
and single blooms you seem to love. We also have a couple of varieties 
of large Dahlia plants from tubers ‘Go Go Speckled Pink’ and ‘Go Go 
Red’. Dahlias are great in the ground or in pots. 

We are trying a plant we grew a couple of years 
ago, with limited success, Digiplexis ‘Illumination 
Flame’ it is supposed to be a great flowering plant 
all summer long. It is a cross between two different 
foxglove species. For us it is an annual. All of the 
garden companies rave about it as being spectacular! 
For us – it grew well, but didn’t bloom. The problem 

seems to be that they need a cold treatment or “vernalization” before 
they will bloom. These plants have been vernalized, so we will 
hopefully see great results this time around! The tall spike blooms are 
in glowing colors of pink and yellow.

We always have a great selection of succulents, and this year is no 
different. There are a lot of perennial succulents (blue price tags) and 
tender succulents (white price tags), and we also have some great 
assortments coming a bit later potted up in very unique containers. I 
found these last summer at a plant show, and am excited to see which 
shapes and containers they send!

As usual, the greenhouses are bursting 
at the seams, so come see all these 
plants as well as the ones I didn’t 
mention! 

PERENNIALS OF NOTE IN 2016
Ok, I have to say it – “one of my favorite plants” is Peonies (you know 
they are ALL my favorites). They bloom early in the spring with huge, 
glorious colors and have a great shrub-like presence in the garden. This 
year, I found a new source so I could get some different varieties. I 
like to build my collection each year, too! We have ‘Riches & Fame’, 
‘Moonstone’, ‘Eden’s Perfume’, and ‘Dancing Butterflies’. There are 
others, as well as some great looking Tree Peonies.

Agastache ‘Mango Tango’, ‘Peachie Keen’ and ‘Rosie Posie’ are 
great for bees, butterflies and hummingbirds. They thrive in hot sunny 
areas and are fairly drought tolerant. They are even deer resistant….what 
more could you ask for? Also in that group, we have some great new 
blue varieites ‘Blue Boa’ and ‘Black Adder’ which are darker than the 
“standard”, ‘Blue Fortune’. Plant some for the pollinators in your garden.

Bergenia ‘Dragonfly Sakura’ has blooms that are 4 times larger than 
the species. It is a shade plant that reminds me of begonias.

Dicentra ‘Fire Island’ is an alpine plant that thrives in full sun with 
low water. This Fernleaf Bleeding Heart blooms all summer.

We have a lot of great Heuchera/Coral Bell  varieties. There are dark 
purple leaves, glowing red leaves and dwarf – ‘Little Cutie’ series 
to choose from.  Heucherella ‘Leapfrog’ has wonderful chartreuse 
yellow foliage with burgundy markings that just jump out at you. 

We have some great Hostas. We always carry ‘Sum & Substance’ and 
‘Empress Wu’ which are some of the largest Hostas available. Hosta 
‘Royal Wedding’ boasts large fragrant white blooms, and ‘Autumn Frost’ 
has already been a hit with its frosty blue leaves with wide gold edges.

New to us this year, we have a couple of varieties of dwarf Crape 
Myrtle that provide a lot of summer and fall color.

There are a lot of great mildew resistant Bee Balm. Monarda ‘Leading 
Lady Lilac and Plum’, are M. bradburiana which bloom earlier and 
form petite clumps(10-14”). Monarda ‘Sugar Buzz’, won’t over run 
the garden(14-24”) and ‘Pardon My Cerise, Lavender, Pink and 
Purple’(10-18”) are all great newer varieties of an old favorite. Good 
for bees, butterflies and hummingbirds!

Phlox ‘Opening Act Blush’ and Phlox ‘Opening Act White’ bloom 
earlier than other Tall Garden Phlox with a long season of bloom and 
sporadic re-bloom into fall. Both are very mildew resistant. We also 
have the Candy series of Phlox touted to be the best mildew resistance to 
date in four colors ‘Coral Crème Drop’, ‘Bubblegum Pink’, ‘Grape 
Lollipop’, and ‘Cotton Candy’. Another Phlox that is a little smaller 
and petite, Phlox ‘Jeana’ is one of the best to attract butterflies and 
pollinators. We also have ‘David’, ‘Glamour Girl’ and other favorites.

We have a Red Hot Poker, Kniphofia ‘Echo Rojo’ that will re-bloom 
throughout the summer.

There are several great colors of Echinacea or Coneflowers, one called 
E.‘Rainbow Marcella’ that opens tangerine orange and matures to 
mauve for a multicolor effect. ‘Double Scoop Cranberry’ and ‘Tiki 
Torch’ are stand-outs as well.

Everyone is interested in Milkweed for the Monarch Butterflies. We 
have the standard Asclepsis tuberosa which is the native orange 
flowered butterfly weed, as well as Asclepsis incarnata ‘Ice Ballet’ 
and ‘Cinderella’ the Swamp Milkweed with white and pink flowers, 

respectively. Plant some Monarch food!

Black Eyed Susan, Rudbeckia ‘Little Henry’ is a more compact 
form of ‘Henry Eilers’ that has unique spoon shaped petals. “Little 
Henry’ grows about 4 ft. tall. We also have the Giant Rudbeckia 
or Great Coneflower with large cabbage-like leaves, as well as the 
‘Herbstsonne’(Autumn Sun) another great tall blooming variety. I like 
both of these for their foliage as much as their blooms!

Spigella marlandica, Indian Pinks, is a nice showy native plant for 
sun, or the edge of a shade garden. Tubular red and yellow flowers are 
great for butterflies and hummingbirds.

We love Allium ‘Millenium’ for its ease of growth and lovely rosy 
purple flowers. We also have Allium ‘Blue Eddy’ with slightly smaller, 
lighter flowers, and pinwheel rosettes of foliage that look like swirling 
water. These are great deer resistant perennials! They are very carefree.

There are a lot of wonderful Clematis Vines including ‘Sweet Summer 
Love’ which is a purple version of Sweet Autumn Clematis, and 
‘New Love’, which is a blue-flowered, bush variety that requires no 
trellis. Our other premium Clematis varieties are as pretty as I’ve seen 
before….several are already blooming in the pots!

By request, we have Calamintha ‘Montrose White’ a very fine textured 
plant with tiny white flowers resembling Babies Breath. The foliage 
and growth resemble Catmint.  ‘Montrose White’ blooms from June to 
October. And speaking of Babies Breath, we have ‘Summer Sparkles’ 
which doesn’t go dormant, it blooms all summer long. Another long 
bloomer is Kalimeris ‘Daisy Mae’ which has with small aster-like white 
flowers all summer long. It is a great addition to a butterfly garden.

Toad Lily Tricyrtis ‘Sinonome’ is a great addition to a shade garden 
since it blooms in the late summer/fall. This one is top rated by the 
Chicago Botanic Garden and has white flowers with ruby speckling. I 
love the lovely speckled foliage on these plants as well.

We have the Pineapple Lillies again this year, Echicum, in three 
colors. The blooms on these look exactly like pineapples when they 
first emerge!

There are quite a few flowering shrubs this year. We have some great 
Hydrangeas including a double flowered Oak-Leaf variety ‘Gatsby 
Star’, a couple of reblooming Lilacs, a couple of Rose of Sharon, and 
lots of tall and short varieties of Butterfly Bushes.

There is a great Red Honeysuckle ‘Major Wheeler’ that is an 
awesome hummingbird plant, as well as a new Proven Winners 
Honeysuckle ‘Scentsations’ with fragrant yellow flowers.

Check out all our grasses, including a new Blue – tinted grass, ‘Blue 
Paradise’ Little Bluestem.

We have a spring blooming Aster ‘Dunkle Schone’ and a fragrant 
native Aster ‘Raydon’s Favorite’ that blooms mid to late fall. There is 
a dependably hardy Chrysanthemum ‘Mammoth Red Daisy’ and so 
much more…..

I could go on and on and list every plant we grow here, but you just 
have to come discover the rest of the treasures yourself!
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ANNUALS TO TRY IN 2016



ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS 2016
All- America Selections winners have been grown, tested, exhibited, and judged in trial gardens all over the United States. They are always a great 
source for something new each year. Check out more information and color pictures on their web site at www.all-americaselections.org 

We just have a couple of new winners we are growing this year, one flower and one vegetable.

• Salvia ‘Summer Jewel Lavender’ joins it’s siblings as the newest color in the series. The dusty lavender purple blooms are favorites of 
pollinators in the garden, and even produce seeds that Goldfinch like in the fall. Grows 10-24” tall, blooms from late spring until fall, prefers 
full sun.

• Tomato ‘Candyland Red’ is a currant-type tomato. Smaller than cherry tomatoes, they will “pop” right in your mouth straight from the 
garden. Dark red, sweet flavored fruit forms on the outside of the plant making it easier to harvest.
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VEGETABLES AND OTHER EDIBLES

COUPON ETIQUETTE 

2016 IS THE YEAR OF THE BEGONIA

We have several new tomatoes for you to try this year. There is a seedless tomato called ‘Sweet Seedless Hybrid’, a beefsteak ‘Beefmaster’, ‘Sun 
Gold’ which someone said is better than our favorite ‘Sun Sugar’, a hybrid form of the Heirloom Brandywine, called ‘Brandy Man’, ‘Mexico 
Midget’ which has small cherry type tomatoes, and ‘Polish Linguisa’ a large Roma Heirloom.

In the pepper line, we continue to bring you the hottest of the hot peppers, though why anyone would want them, I’ll never know☺. Our Carolina 
Reaper source from last year fell through. I finally found the seed again at a greatly increased cost, so they will only be available as individual 
plants ...more expensive from last year I’m sorry to say. We also grew another hot pepper, ‘Fatalii’,  a shrub like cayenne type, ‘Bird’s Beak’, 
and a tiny hot pepper usually picked green and pickled ‘Chiltepin’, ‘Fooled You’ a non-hot Jalapeno, and a mild ‘Tam Jalapeno’. We also have 
Hops for any of you home brewers out there – ‘Chinook’ Columbia’ and ‘Cascade’. We have the hardiest Fig yet, ‘Chicago Hardy’, some hardy 
Cherry Bushes, ‘Romeo’ & ‘Juliet’, and a couple of Blueberry varieties.

We grew a new Cabbage ‘Danish Ballhead’ which is great for slaw, and a Celery called ‘Peppermint Stick’ 
which has unique bicolored striped red and white stems you can use for fresh seasoning.

We also grafted tomato plants again this year. The named varieties are grafted on a rootstock which gives 
them extra vigor and yield potential. I had some favorable reports from those of you who grew them last 
year. I started these earlier than I did last year, so they should be ready when the regular varieties are.

My cashiers just hate coupons! We provide them to reward you, our valued customers for 
shopping with us, and I know you enjoy getting them. Most of you know and appreciate that. 
Unfortunately we can’t give you the coupon discount if you don’t have the coupon…please 
understand it from our side, if we did it for one, we would have to do it for all. Once that started, 
everyone would get a discount all the time. I simply can’t afford that. We are sorry if you forgot/ 
lost or destroyed your coupons, we can’t honor them if you don’t have them.

(Coupons are only included in the mailed newsletters.)

The National Garden Bureau has declared 2016 the Year of the Begonia. 
Begonias have always been one of our favorite plants (I know…I don’t 
have many “non” favorite plants!). But, begonias are truly very easy to 
grow, can thrive in sun or shade depending on variety, are very forgiving 
on watering, and are usually very showy! What more could you ask for?

Some of our favorite begonias are: Rex and Specialty Begonias, we have 
several varieties which are great outdoors in shady areas and make great 
houseplants indoors. We love to make a planter with nothing but Rex 
Begonias. They don’t flower much, but the foliage is stunning and a real 
showstopper. We have ‘Escargot’ which is always a favorite, and great 
red-leaved varieites that glow in the light. Check out ‘Can-Can’ with 
pink tinged foliage and showy pink flowers! Dragon Wing Begonias are 
versatile, thriving in sun to shade and are one of my go-to hanging baskets 
for those who struggle. ‘Big’ Begonias which have been around for 3 or 
4 years are one of our favorites. They are like the begonias you buy in 
packs, but they are BIG! They do well in pots or the landscape in sun or 
shade, and are showy and easy!

The Begonia boliviensis series, like ‘Mistral Red’ and ‘Waterfall’, are 
great for hanging baskets and absolutely thrive in heat. There are also 
Solenia Begonias, Non-Stop Begonias and the regular Wax Begonias in 
packs. You can’t go wrong with any of them!

OPEN FIRST WEEKEND IN DECEMBER 2016 
We tried this last year, and will plan on doing the same in December this 
year. Many of you wish our shop was open year round, so this is a chance 
for you to come off season and maybe get a few Christmas gifts as well. 

We will be open Friday, Dec 2 from 9 to 6, Saturday, Dec 3 from 
9 to 4 and Sunday Dec 4 from 1 to 4 (those are the same hours we 
keep during the main greenhouse season). Mark your calendars now 
so you don’t forget!

2016 PERENNIAL PLANT OF THE YEAR
Anemone x hybrid ‘Honorine Jobert’
This Japanese windflower was discovered in 1858 in Verdun, France. It provides an impressive display of single white flowers, with a cluster of 
bright yellow stamens, on wiry branched stems that are held above the rich deep green foliage. Blooming begins in late summer and lasts until 
early fall. This Anemone prefers full sun to partial shade, and likes moist soil. It grows 3 to 4 ft. tall. ‘Honorine Jobert’ makes a great addition to 
your flower bed, since it is a later blooming perennial.

If you are planning only one visit to 
Hasting Plants this year due to distance, 

may we suggest you plan your visit between 
April 15 and May 15 

for the best display and selection.

Hasting Plants  
has been dedicated to bringing you  

exceptional garden plants since 1982.  
We hope you feel we live up to our motto  

“We’re well worth the drive”
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We grew a new Cabbage ‘Danish Ballhead’ which is great for slaw, and a Celery called ‘Peppermint Stick’ 
which has unique bicolored striped red and white stems you can use for fresh seasoning.

We also grafted tomato plants again this year. The named varieties are grafted on a rootstock which gives 
them extra vigor and yield potential. I had some favorable reports from those of you who grew them last 
year. I started these earlier than I did last year, so they should be ready when the regular varieties are.

My cashiers just hate coupons! We provide them to reward you, our valued customers for 
shopping with us, and I know you enjoy getting them. Most of you know and appreciate that. 
Unfortunately we can’t give you the coupon discount if you don’t have the coupon…please 
understand it from our side, if we did it for one, we would have to do it for all. Once that started, 
everyone would get a discount all the time. I simply can’t afford that. We are sorry if you forgot/ 
lost or destroyed your coupons, we can’t honor them if you don’t have them.

(Coupons are only included in the mailed newsletters.)

The National Garden Bureau has declared 2016 the Year of the Begonia. 
Begonias have always been one of our favorite plants (I know…I don’t 
have many “non” favorite plants!). But, begonias are truly very easy to 
grow, can thrive in sun or shade depending on variety, are very forgiving 
on watering, and are usually very showy! What more could you ask for?

Some of our favorite begonias are: Rex and Specialty Begonias, we have 
several varieties which are great outdoors in shady areas and make great 
houseplants indoors. We love to make a planter with nothing but Rex 
Begonias. They don’t flower much, but the foliage is stunning and a real 
showstopper. We have ‘Escargot’ which is always a favorite, and great 
red-leaved varieites that glow in the light. Check out ‘Can-Can’ with 
pink tinged foliage and showy pink flowers! Dragon Wing Begonias are 
versatile, thriving in sun to shade and are one of my go-to hanging baskets 
for those who struggle. ‘Big’ Begonias which have been around for 3 or 
4 years are one of our favorites. They are like the begonias you buy in 
packs, but they are BIG! They do well in pots or the landscape in sun or 
shade, and are showy and easy!

The Begonia boliviensis series, like ‘Mistral Red’ and ‘Waterfall’, are 
great for hanging baskets and absolutely thrive in heat. There are also 
Solenia Begonias, Non-Stop Begonias and the regular Wax Begonias in 
packs. You can’t go wrong with any of them!

OPEN FIRST WEEKEND IN DECEMBER 2016 
We tried this last year, and will plan on doing the same in December this 
year. Many of you wish our shop was open year round, so this is a chance 
for you to come off season and maybe get a few Christmas gifts as well. 

We will be open Friday, Dec 2 from 9 to 6, Saturday, Dec 3 from 
9 to 4 and Sunday Dec 4 from 1 to 4 (those are the same hours we 
keep during the main greenhouse season). Mark your calendars now 
so you don’t forget!

2016 PERENNIAL PLANT OF THE YEAR
Anemone x hybrid ‘Honorine Jobert’
This Japanese windflower was discovered in 1858 in Verdun, France. It provides an impressive display of single white flowers, with a cluster of 
bright yellow stamens, on wiry branched stems that are held above the rich deep green foliage. Blooming begins in late summer and lasts until 
early fall. This Anemone prefers full sun to partial shade, and likes moist soil. It grows 3 to 4 ft. tall. ‘Honorine Jobert’ makes a great addition to 
your flower bed, since it is a later blooming perennial.

If you are planning only one visit to 
Hasting Plants this year due to distance, 

may we suggest you plan your visit between 
April 15 and May 15 

for the best display and selection.

Hasting Plants  
has been dedicated to bringing you  

exceptional garden plants since 1982.  
We hope you feel we live up to our motto  

“We’re well worth the drive”



There is a new Celosia ‘Dragon Breath’ (Cockscomb) that I thought 
was spectacular at last summers’ plant shows. It has fiery red foliage 
to match its’s red plume type blooms.

Last year we grew some ‘Lucky’ Lantana which were a bit larger 
than our dwarf ‘Bandana’ series but more controlled than the large 
‘Confetti’ & ‘Dallas Red’. We liked them a lot, so we grew more of 
them this year. We also sold out quickly last year of the Sun tolerant 
Impatiens which are disease resistant as well, both the ‘Sunpatiens’ 
and the ‘Big Bounce’, so we have more of them this year.

We have several Alocasias and Colocasias, better known as Elephant 
Ears. I really like the unique leaf on Alocasia ‘Amazonica’, and we 
have several Black Elephant Ear Varieties as well as the ‘Thailand 
Giant’ – a HUGE Elephant Ear!

Cannova Cannas were new to us last year. These seed grown Cannas 
are very pretty, branch well, get 30 – 48” tall, and make great plants for 
the center of a larger pot. We have about 5 different colors.

In the tropical plant line, we have a couple of Banana Trees, including 
‘Basjoo’ which is hardy for our area – it can be planted in the ground 
and will come back from year to year. There is also Ensete or Red 
Abyssinian Banana which is not a true banana, but it looks like one 
with very attractive bronze red leaves.

Each year when I travel, I am always influenced by the plants I 
see. This year, we have Abutilon ‘Thompsonii’ a variegated leaf 
flowering Maple I saw as topiary trees!, Trumpet Vine ‘Madame 
Galen’(perennial) which is great for hummingbirds, Variegated 
Potato vine that has pretty white bloom clusters, and Creeping Fig 
which would be a great plant for fairy gardens. They are all plants I 
loved in the Italian Lake District last year.

There are a couple of new Calibrachoa/ Million Bells that are very 
pretty: ‘Holy Moly’ a yellow and red flower and my favorite, ‘Evening 
Star’ , a purple flower with a yellow star in the throat.

Last year ‘Jolt’ Dianthus was an All-America Selection winner. They 
boasted wonderful glossy foliage and bloomed all summer, so I grew 
2 varieties this year, ‘Pink’ and ‘Cherry’. They have nice 3-4 inch 
flower heads which are good in pots or the ground, and make great cut 
flowers as well.

There is a cool new Petunia called ‘Night Sky’. It is purple with white 
dots resembling stars…these will probably be gone quickly! Other 
new petunias are ‘Yellow Easy Wave’ and one called ‘Black Cherry’. 
We also brought back ‘Raspberry Blast’ this year. You just can’t beat 
petunias for ease of care and lots of color all summer long.

In walking through the greenhouse, ‘Mango Orange’ Verbena caught 
my eye for its unique color. ‘Red Empress’ Verbena has HUGE 
blooms that are very attractive.

We have a new Sweet Potato Vine ‘Sweet Caroline Red’ with a red-
ish leaf color, and a lot of different Dahlias, many with the dark leaves 
and single blooms you seem to love. We also have a couple of varieties 
of large Dahlia plants from tubers ‘Go Go Speckled Pink’ and ‘Go Go 
Red’. Dahlias are great in the ground or in pots. 

We are trying a plant we grew a couple of years 
ago, with limited success, Digiplexis ‘Illumination 
Flame’ it is supposed to be a great flowering plant 
all summer long. It is a cross between two different 
foxglove species. For us it is an annual. All of the 
garden companies rave about it as being spectacular! 
For us – it grew well, but didn’t bloom. The problem 

seems to be that they need a cold treatment or “vernalization” before 
they will bloom. These plants have been vernalized, so we will 
hopefully see great results this time around! The tall spike blooms are 
in glowing colors of pink and yellow.

We always have a great selection of succulents, and this year is no 
different. There are a lot of perennial succulents (blue price tags) and 
tender succulents (white price tags), and we also have some great 
assortments coming a bit later potted up in very unique containers. I 
found these last summer at a plant show, and am excited to see which 
shapes and containers they send!

As usual, the greenhouses are bursting 
at the seams, so come see all these 
plants as well as the ones I didn’t 
mention! 

PERENNIALS OF NOTE IN 2016
Ok, I have to say it – “one of my favorite plants” is Peonies (you know 
they are ALL my favorites). They bloom early in the spring with huge, 
glorious colors and have a great shrub-like presence in the garden. This 
year, I found a new source so I could get some different varieties. I 
like to build my collection each year, too! We have ‘Riches & Fame’, 
‘Moonstone’, ‘Eden’s Perfume’, and ‘Dancing Butterflies’. There are 
others, as well as some great looking Tree Peonies.

Agastache ‘Mango Tango’, ‘Peachie Keen’ and ‘Rosie Posie’ are 
great for bees, butterflies and hummingbirds. They thrive in hot sunny 
areas and are fairly drought tolerant. They are even deer resistant….what 
more could you ask for? Also in that group, we have some great new 
blue varieites ‘Blue Boa’ and ‘Black Adder’ which are darker than the 
“standard”, ‘Blue Fortune’. Plant some for the pollinators in your garden.

Bergenia ‘Dragonfly Sakura’ has blooms that are 4 times larger than 
the species. It is a shade plant that reminds me of begonias.

Dicentra ‘Fire Island’ is an alpine plant that thrives in full sun with 
low water. This Fernleaf Bleeding Heart blooms all summer.

We have a lot of great Heuchera/Coral Bell  varieties. There are dark 
purple leaves, glowing red leaves and dwarf – ‘Little Cutie’ series 
to choose from.  Heucherella ‘Leapfrog’ has wonderful chartreuse 
yellow foliage with burgundy markings that just jump out at you. 

We have some great Hostas. We always carry ‘Sum & Substance’ and 
‘Empress Wu’ which are some of the largest Hostas available. Hosta 
‘Royal Wedding’ boasts large fragrant white blooms, and ‘Autumn Frost’ 
has already been a hit with its frosty blue leaves with wide gold edges.

New to us this year, we have a couple of varieties of dwarf Crape 
Myrtle that provide a lot of summer and fall color.

There are a lot of great mildew resistant Bee Balm. Monarda ‘Leading 
Lady Lilac and Plum’, are M. bradburiana which bloom earlier and 
form petite clumps(10-14”). Monarda ‘Sugar Buzz’, won’t over run 
the garden(14-24”) and ‘Pardon My Cerise, Lavender, Pink and 
Purple’(10-18”) are all great newer varieties of an old favorite. Good 
for bees, butterflies and hummingbirds!

Phlox ‘Opening Act Blush’ and Phlox ‘Opening Act White’ bloom 
earlier than other Tall Garden Phlox with a long season of bloom and 
sporadic re-bloom into fall. Both are very mildew resistant. We also 
have the Candy series of Phlox touted to be the best mildew resistance to 
date in four colors ‘Coral Crème Drop’, ‘Bubblegum Pink’, ‘Grape 
Lollipop’, and ‘Cotton Candy’. Another Phlox that is a little smaller 
and petite, Phlox ‘Jeana’ is one of the best to attract butterflies and 
pollinators. We also have ‘David’, ‘Glamour Girl’ and other favorites.

We have a Red Hot Poker, Kniphofia ‘Echo Rojo’ that will re-bloom 
throughout the summer.

There are several great colors of Echinacea or Coneflowers, one called 
E.‘Rainbow Marcella’ that opens tangerine orange and matures to 
mauve for a multicolor effect. ‘Double Scoop Cranberry’ and ‘Tiki 
Torch’ are stand-outs as well.

Everyone is interested in Milkweed for the Monarch Butterflies. We 
have the standard Asclepsis tuberosa which is the native orange 
flowered butterfly weed, as well as Asclepsis incarnata ‘Ice Ballet’ 
and ‘Cinderella’ the Swamp Milkweed with white and pink flowers, 

respectively. Plant some Monarch food!

Black Eyed Susan, Rudbeckia ‘Little Henry’ is a more compact 
form of ‘Henry Eilers’ that has unique spoon shaped petals. “Little 
Henry’ grows about 4 ft. tall. We also have the Giant Rudbeckia 
or Great Coneflower with large cabbage-like leaves, as well as the 
‘Herbstsonne’(Autumn Sun) another great tall blooming variety. I like 
both of these for their foliage as much as their blooms!

Spigella marlandica, Indian Pinks, is a nice showy native plant for 
sun, or the edge of a shade garden. Tubular red and yellow flowers are 
great for butterflies and hummingbirds.

We love Allium ‘Millenium’ for its ease of growth and lovely rosy 
purple flowers. We also have Allium ‘Blue Eddy’ with slightly smaller, 
lighter flowers, and pinwheel rosettes of foliage that look like swirling 
water. These are great deer resistant perennials! They are very carefree.

There are a lot of wonderful Clematis Vines including ‘Sweet Summer 
Love’ which is a purple version of Sweet Autumn Clematis, and 
‘New Love’, which is a blue-flowered, bush variety that requires no 
trellis. Our other premium Clematis varieties are as pretty as I’ve seen 
before….several are already blooming in the pots!

By request, we have Calamintha ‘Montrose White’ a very fine textured 
plant with tiny white flowers resembling Babies Breath. The foliage 
and growth resemble Catmint.  ‘Montrose White’ blooms from June to 
October. And speaking of Babies Breath, we have ‘Summer Sparkles’ 
which doesn’t go dormant, it blooms all summer long. Another long 
bloomer is Kalimeris ‘Daisy Mae’ which has with small aster-like white 
flowers all summer long. It is a great addition to a butterfly garden.

Toad Lily Tricyrtis ‘Sinonome’ is a great addition to a shade garden 
since it blooms in the late summer/fall. This one is top rated by the 
Chicago Botanic Garden and has white flowers with ruby speckling. I 
love the lovely speckled foliage on these plants as well.

We have the Pineapple Lillies again this year, Echicum, in three 
colors. The blooms on these look exactly like pineapples when they 
first emerge!

There are quite a few flowering shrubs this year. We have some great 
Hydrangeas including a double flowered Oak-Leaf variety ‘Gatsby 
Star’, a couple of reblooming Lilacs, a couple of Rose of Sharon, and 
lots of tall and short varieties of Butterfly Bushes.

There is a great Red Honeysuckle ‘Major Wheeler’ that is an 
awesome hummingbird plant, as well as a new Proven Winners 
Honeysuckle ‘Scentsations’ with fragrant yellow flowers.

Check out all our grasses, including a new Blue – tinted grass, ‘Blue 
Paradise’ Little Bluestem.

We have a spring blooming Aster ‘Dunkle Schone’ and a fragrant 
native Aster ‘Raydon’s Favorite’ that blooms mid to late fall. There is 
a dependably hardy Chrysanthemum ‘Mammoth Red Daisy’ and so 
much more…..

I could go on and on and list every plant we grow here, but you just 
have to come discover the rest of the treasures yourself!
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ANNUALS TO TRY IN 2016



Please sign up in advance for seminars. If there is not enough interest, 
 we may cancel a class, and you would not be notified.

A. LATE NIGHT AT THE GREENHOUSE -  No need to sign up for this one. Just plan on joining us for a night of music, 
food, door prizes and plant discounts. Friday, May 20, 8 to 11 p.m.

B. KIDS PLANT A COLOR BOWL – Do you have a 1st through 4th grader that enjoys plants? We’ll have fun as they learn 
basic planting techniques and leave the class with a colorful bowl of plants that makes a great Mother’s Day gift! Class 
limited to 8, so sign up early. Saturday May 7 , 9:00 a.m. Fee: $10.00

C. FAIRY GARDENING – Have you caught the latest craze in gardening? Come get inspiration, tips and great ideas as we 
demonstrate the steps in making your own fairy garden. You’ll find your imagination has no boundaries with this fun project! 
Saturday May 14, 10:00 a.m. or Saturday May 21, 10 a.m.  Fee: $2.00 seminar only –OR- $25 for seminar and to 
make a small fairy garden with provided fairy and plants.

Brenda Upshaw, Assistant Manager, 9 years, has a great knowledge of flowers. She does it all…transplant, move plants, water, clean, and work the 
register. She has been the main worker getting the building put back in order, checking in, pricing and displaying our new goodies.

Lydia Lurker, 14 years, is one of my main transplanters. She can do the tiny things no one else wants to tackle. She is also my vegetable expert! 

Jo Ann Holbrook, 14 years, helps with transplanting and selling. She also loves plants and is great at helping you find those unique varieties. She is a 
vegetable expert as well!

Barb Enderson, 5 years, works the register during selling season. She loves to improve our merchandise displays when time allows.

Joe Anderson, 3 years, does any job we need. It’s tough being the only male employee with all of us women!

Grace Wilson, 1 year, is a student at Southern Indiana Career and Technical Institute and is interning at our greenhouse this semester!

Donna Anderson, 1 year, helps out with transplanting and register duties….yes, she’s Joe’s wife.

Diane Hasting, 23(age and years here!), is helping out when her nursing studies at USI allow. 

All of my employees love plants, and you can tell it in the work they do. I couldn’t ask for a better crew.

I don’t have any immediate needs, but I finally developed a job application for Hasting Plants. If you think you’d like to work with us, fill one out and 
tell us to keep it on file for future years.

Karen Mollinet Miller Woods
One of my employees for the past 3 years, Karen Woods passed away suddenly Sept. 2015. Karen was a joy to work with, always happy and excited 

to be here. She loved planting season and interacting with the customers. She loved our plants and merchandise so much, that she seldom took a 
paycheck away☺. She will be missed. Our condolences go out to her sons and sister.

And my family update:
Daniel Hasting, 28, still lives and works in Indianapolis. He enjoys rock climbing in his spare time. He maintains my web page as well.

Husband Mike continues to run maintenance for me.

Ginger (the dog), was new last year. She has done an outstanding job of taking over for Crystal. She greets everyone to see if she might get some 
attention. She’s a real sweetie!

Socks & Pizazz (the cats) are usually around, just not very visible.

Nancy thinks every year she’ll be more organized & prepared for spring to roll around…. but instead she is always playing catch-up. It’s a fun frenzied 
time that I love each year.  

You – my customers – are the real heart & soul of this business. Without you and your support, your comments and the love you express for all our 
efforts, we wouldn’t be here to have all this fun each year. I appreciate each and every one of you.

OUR EMPLOYEE FAMILY
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Be sure to join us for our 9th annual “Late Night at the 
Greenhouse” on the third Friday night in May. We will have 
‘Late Night” on May 20, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. As always, 
we will string lights in the greenhouses and outside to make a 
“festive” atmosphere. Plants will be discounted. We will have 
lots of refreshments for you to enjoy, and “Clif the Drifter” will 
be providing musical entertainment. Bring a lawn chair and a 
flashlight and come sit for a spell to enjoy the evening. Door Prizes 
will be drawn throughout the evening with a Grand Prize Drawing 
at 11:00. You must be present to win for all drawings.

LATE NIGHT AT THE GREENHOUSE

Page 2

TIMELINE
Just a few dates that hold true most every season:

We open each year around March 15 – give or take a few days  
depending on weather.

Onion Slips come in the first week of April
Newsletter mailed around 2nd week of April 
Extended opening hours 2nd or 3rd week of April
Sweet Potato slips come in first week of May
Late Night is the third Friday night in May

“Specials” (Mixed Pots) are ready close to Mother’s Day

End of Season Sale starts around Memorial Day

NEW IN THE BUILDING
Oh my goodness! PLEASE look at all we have in the building! I really 
overbought and I’m not sure how we are going to display it all! My 
employees just give me a “look” every time a shipment arrives. There 
are some great new items this year. We have components for a “Make 
Your Own Garden Stake”. Each one created will be your own original. 
These are really fun to do, and look sharp! We also added a line of 
quality garden flags, stands and poles. Of course we have lots of new 
fairy merchandise. New fairies, houses, fairy items in mini sizes and 
more. We have a lot of new solar merchandise: glow in the dark items, 
and pretty hanging art. There is also a new dark tent so you can see 
them light up! 

There are wind spinners (I love the airplane with a solar light), rain 
chains, glass patio side tables, solar bird baths, fountains to attach to 
the glass bird baths, and some unique metal items. New to us this year 
are Ollas, clay jars that you bury next to your plants and fill with water 
to allow them to self-water the plants. We have kneeling benches, great 
hand tools and plant supports. There are citronella incense spirals, 
lots of dragonfly and butterfly items, and a hummingbird bar feeder 
with over 40 ports! We have some cute birdhouse “hats”, great new 
globes, and even some Cardinals, Colts and UK sports memorabilia 
(signs, flags and scoreboard clocks). We also have added a new organic 
potting soil. You will just have to spend some time seeing all that we 
have this year!

At Hasting Plants, LLC we price our 
perennials with blue tags and our  

annuals with white tags. We hope this 
helps prevent any confusion.

NEW ROSE SELECTIONS FOR 2016

DOG TREATS FOR SALE  - YES DOG TREATS!

We have a new Downton Abbey Rose to join last year’s ‘Anna’s 
Promise’. This dark pink Hybrid Tea Rose is called ‘Pretty Lady 
Rose’. If you miss the TV show, you can remember it with their 
roses!. There is a uniquely colored red Hybrid Tea, ‘Smokin’ Hot’ a 
white with pink picotee Grandiflora, ‘Miss Congeniality’, and a red 
shrub rose ‘Take it Easy’ that joins the Living Easy 
series . These are the newest roses for 2016, and we 
have a lot of great other roses as well. Check out the 
clean disease resistant foliage on ‘Crescendo’ and 
‘Frances Meilland’ , and the ever popular ‘Ketchup 
& Mustard’ with a bicolor bloom!

In the Home Run series (which are disease resistant and carefree 
like the Knock Out roses), there is a new variety, ‘Watercolors 
Home Run’, which changes from yellow gold to blushing pink. 
And of course we have the whole family of Knock Out and Home 
Run Roses available as well as many other beautiful colors in 
traditional rose varieities.

I have a dehydrated pure liver dog treat that I have never seen a 
dog fail to enjoy. I call it “crack” for dogs, since any dog that gets 
it goes crazy for it. Since I love this so much and haven’t seen it 
anywhere for sale, I’m going to try selling it this spring. Look for it 
near the counter.

2016 SEMINARS
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Wow! Spring just rushes by for us. It is a blur of potting up plants 
as fast as we can, then shifting gears to unbox and price things 
in the store, and shifting again to wait on customers and keep the 
plants growing and thriving. We thoroughly enjoy all the different 
aspects of it, but it does keep us hopping. I’m sorry if you come on 
a day that we are so busy we can hardly take time to say “hello”! 
It is fun, and I can’t imagine doing anything else each spring. 
We love to find new plants and try new things. We love the fact 
that you enjoy what we have produced and worked hard to have. 
Thanks so much for the support you have given this business 
over the years. It truly would be nothing if you didn’t come each 
year!!!!!!! We really appreciate each of you!

We are a seasonal greenhouse operation, specializing in annual 
and perennial flowers. We feel we have one of the best selections 
in the area and try to live up to our slogan that “We’re well worth 
the drive”. We do not handle trees and shrubs, or do design or 
installation work. This leaves us more time to grow and produce 
the best selection of herbaceous plants for you. We are open 
for business from the middle of March until the middle of June 
(we actually start working in the greenhouses in January every 
year). The season might vary according to the weather. We grow 
almost all of our plants, which we feel is a great bonus for you in 
variety and quality.

NOTES FROM NANCY

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF HASTING PLANTS, LLC

We’re well worth the drive!

March 16 to April 9
9-4 Mon-Sat. 
Closed Sunday

April 10 to May 14
9-6 Mon-Friday
9-4 Saturday
1-4 Sunday 
(Open the last three Sundays in April,
the first two Sundays in May.)

May 16 Until Closing
9-6 Mon-Fri
9-4 Saturday
9-4 Memorial Day
Closed Sunday

HOURS

If you are planning only one visit to Hasting Plants, LLC this year due to distance, may we suggest you plan your visit
between April 15 and May 15 for the best display and selection.

1500 Hasting Lane
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620
(812) 838-2164


